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until October i755> after an absence of three
years.

It was during these three years that Trichino-
poly was invested by the French, when so much
fighting took place under Lawrence ; but Macaulay
ignores all this and gives the credit of everything
to Clive, who as a fact was not present at Bahoor
or at any subsequent contests with the French in
Southern India.

The glory of Lord Clive is so great that it is in
no way impaired by rendering due homage to the
merits and services of his commanding officer,
which Clive himself would, have been the very
first to render.

Coote, too, the conqueror of Lally, who was
regarded by his own sepoys as almost a demi-god,
should not be forgotten ; but it was, none the less,
Clive who, just a hundred years before the Mutiny,
at the battle of Plassey, had brought Bengal under
the English yoke. He also, by restoring Oudh to
the Mogul's lieutenant, and virtually independent,
Vizier, obtained in return the fiscal administration
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, wherein the system
of dual management obtained from that time till
Warren Hastings abandoned it, and sold to the
Nawab of Oudh the kingdom, which Clive had only
nominally, and through the Vizier, restored to the
Great Mogul. This transaction was perfectly
legitimate, because in the interval the Mahrattas